THE
ISRAEL - ARAB PEACE
PROCESS AND BIBLE PROPHECY

An open letter from Christians to Christians

Introduction

Never before was an ancient nation destroyed, its people dispeithed to
ends of the earthnd yet for centuries remain a separate and distinct people.
Then, for that people to be regathered to its ancient homeland and re
established as a nation after nearly 2,000 years is a contradittiore and
logic. The rebirth of the Nation of Israel in 1948 was an unparallelealmira
of history.

This miracle of rebirth actually had its conception in 1878. David Ben
Gurion observed that the new State of Israel did not begin in 1948 ut wit
the pioneering efforts of Jewish immigrants that began in 1878 w&h t
founding of the Jewish settlement Petah Tikvah—which means "Door of
Hope."l The year 1878 did mark the beginning of an incredible fulfillment of
a series of Bible prophecies related to the miraculous restoratinatural
Israel. In that year the ban on Jewish immigration and Jewishpiactase
was eased. In fulfillment of Bible prophecy, the massive retutheofew in
Diaspora to his ancient homeland commenced (Jeremiah-16;1aiah
43:46). The purchasing of land itself was a fulfillment of prophecy
(Jeremiah 32:44). At exorbitant prices, barren desert and malaaahs
were purchased from absentee Moslem landowners.

Miraculous climatic changes as well nourished the dry and tHiestyl
(Joel 2:2124). The very heavens opened and "the early rains,” which for
centuries fell only moderately, increased. The "latter raimgdka from
centuries of dormant slumber. As a result, the barren desert aadamal
swamps began to blossom "as the rose"—fulfilling the Divine piiedicif
vineyards and gardens and roses (Isaiah 35:1; Amosl98)14

Then the birth pangs of the Jewish State began. In 1929 the Arabs in
Hebron massacred 67 Jew&.ln the 1930s under the direction of the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem,t3 a minority of Arabs in Palestine, inspired by Nazi
propaganda, plotted the "stillbirth" of the Jewish State. Theserispab
travail" were reflected in calculated acts of terror aglithe Jewish
settlements. Then in the 1940s the Mufti (who was Yassir Arafiate14 )
joined with Adolph Eichmann in Europe in the systematic extermination of
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the Jews.$5 History has recorded this shameful event as "The Holocaust."
Finally, recognizing the enormous slaughter, the gidtlen nations felt a
moral obligation to grant the Jews an.independent state. In spite faicthe
that the UN Partition Plan of 1947 dismembered the Land of Isragh Ar
nations were determined to prevent the Jews from having any Dhet.
Divine Physician, however, prevented the "stillbirth" of the Jewiation.
During the final travail, Israel's War of Independence, the hefiate was
born - notwithstanding the fact it was outnumbered 100 to one by the
invading armies of six Arab states. The newborn State developeddsiva
immigration. Land reclamation continued in fulfilment of Bible prophecy
The miraculous Six Day War in 1967 added Israel's ancient teestaori
Samaria, Judea, East Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip and the Gajats Higithe
modern State. All the while quoting Bible prophecies about Israel's
restoration, both Prime Ministers Menachim Begin and Yitzhak Shami
systematically helped 130,000 Jewish settlers to flourish in Sanlariea
and Gaza. The sudden fall of Communism in 1989, that was in itself a
miracle, stimulated another miraculous growth spurt by the massiug off

half a million Russian Jews to Israel. Excitement was running high.idgrta
one or two million would shortly follow.

Israel's prophetic momentum, however, seems to have stalled.1838e
general elections the nationalist camp (Likud and the right wimtiepa
received the majority of Jewish Israeli votes but the marginab Israeli
vote put the Labor Party in power. The Labor government under Ben Gurion
and Golda Meir still had the Zionist ideal, that "the Torah wouldagth f
from Zion"—albeit in humanist terms. Seemingly, the highest idwalis
inspiring the current Labor government is a "common market of fidelli
East" in which Israel would be a tiny island in the midst ofeacfeArab and
Moslem nations. Furthermore, the immigration of Russian Jews dwasds!
to a trickle. Giving up "land for peace" appears a looming reality.

Thus with Israel's prophetic momentum in fulfilling Bible prophecy
seemingly grinding to a halt, many Evangelical Christiangegensidering
their prophetic expectations. Perhaps, they say, the traditional chwebres
right—Israel has been permanently replaced by the Christian Church.
Perhaps the Palestinian claim of a large Arab community esiat with a
continuity reaching back several thousand years is correct. Woultdhenot
World Powers be justified then in pressuring Israel to give up Lahé3e
doubts, however, are without a Biblical foundation. Though Bible prophecy
can be demonstrated by the perspective of current events, Bible prophec
cannot be determined by today's headlines.
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God's Perspective

One perspective overrides all peace initiatives, compromisksacords:
God's perspective. The Judaic Christian Bible discloses not only God's
perspective, but His agenda for implementing His own incontestabt® pe
plan. The following presentation is an endeavor to document and submit for
consideration God's perspective.

Chapter 1

Divine Perspective of Historic Rights

The Arab Palestinians claim historic roots and historic righthé Land
of Israel. But there is a higher perspective of history—the petispeof the
One who writes history before it happens. The Bible, God's Word, defines
the actual boundaries the State of Israel is to possess. These xuadar
based on God's promise to Abraham and his "seed" or descendants. The
promise was reiterated to Isaac (not Ishmael) and then to Jhode wame
was changed to "Israel." The children of Israel were promiseddsess all
the Land "from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates”
(Genesis 15:18).

The Greatest Grand Larceny in History

Long before the revisionism of Holocaust history, Christians made a
revision of God's promises to Israel. Afflicted with aB&mitism for over
seventeen hundred years, the traditional churches quickly developed
"Replacement Theology," which is in reality "revisionist theolbdyarly
church theologians wrongly concluded that Israel as a people waallgter
rejected by God for having rejected Jesus. The claim is thathtineh is
now spiritual Israel and, as such, has replaced natural lIsrael. This
"Replacement Theology" is still held by most mainline Christian
denominations and is now making inroads in Evangelical churches especially
in the charismatic movement under the banner of "Reconstructionisim.” T
theology also falsely concludes that Israel has lost all diaiits Land. This
attempt to deprive the overwhelming majority of the Jewish pespte the
time of Jesus of its glorious eternal destiny is the greagestd larceny
attempt in history.

The King James version of the Bible is replete with examples of
"revisionist theology." Chapter after chapter of Old Testamemplmcies
contain promises of God's blessing to Israel and Jacob. The publishers, w
are revisionists, attempt to negate the Jewish people in thegters by
arbitrarily adding chapter headings which apply the verses to hhisti@n
church. While at times "Israel" can be symbolic of the Churchritisai
Israel," promises to "Jacob" always refer to "natural Isr&hole chapters
of Divine blessings and promises have been literally stolen tinenrdewish
people. This is simply grand larceny. Isaiah 43, for example, God aéslress
His promises to "O Jacob" and "O Israel." The chapter headingaailyi
reads in most King James Bibles, however, "God comforteth the Church with
His promises.”

The antiSemitic spirit of "Replacement Theology" becomes evident when
dealing with the chapters in the Old Testament that refer tosGodses
against Israel. In these verses, spiritualizing the meanitigsrafel” is not
attempted. But whenever God's curses to Israel appear, thepaalidy r
applied to the Jews. Above Isaiah 59 is added a heading, "The sins of the
Jews." Yet in the very next chapter, Isaiah 60, these very same Jewish people
are robbed by the revisionists of their Ggiden promise of future glory.
Note the false chapter heading in most King James Bibles, "Glotle
Church." The historian James Parkes obseéved:

But Christian theologians divided it [the Old Testament] into they of
two people...the virtuous Hebrews...had all the praise and the promises and
the wicked Jews had all the crimes and denunciations. This was the
interpretation [of Replacement Theology] repeated over and over, aga
every possible variation, and in every century from the third century onward.

"Replacement Theology" And the Early Church Fathers

What are the unfortunate origins of "Replacement Theology"? This
"revisionist" or "Replacement Theology" had its roots in the &ethitism of
the secalled Early Church Fathers.

An early Church writing, the Epistle of Barnabas, said that Jewlsno
future with any Godjiven covenant. "Do not add to your sins and say that
the covenant is both theirs and ours," he insisted. "Yes! It is butghey
thus lost it forever? Justin Martyr, writing to the Jewish leader Trypho
(A.D. 138), quoted from the Jewish Scriptures, which he referred tmwas "
Scriptures, or rather not yours, but ours." He also stated that thghgtical
gifts...formerly among your nation have been transferred t& us."
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In A.D. 387 John Chrysostom ranted, "Since the deicide, the Jews have
been delivered into the hands of the demons...they are only fit to be
butchered...their behavior is no better than that of swine and oxen in the
gross lewdness...The synagogue is a brothel, a cave of brigands, a den of
ferocious animals...9'He also argued that when Christians beat and murder
Jews, the Jews are to blame, not the Christians who had acted through "God's
will." 10 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, ordered the burning of a synagogue in
A.D. 388, "so that there would be no place where Christ is rejectetiis |
eyes, the synagogue "was destroyed by the judgment of 3od."

"Replacement Theology" and Anti-Semitism

As "Replacement Theology" was begotten by the-&etnitism of the
Early Church Fathers, so Martin Luther is an example of how tleptte
of "Replacement Theology" can, in turn, beget-&atinitism. In an article
entitled, "That Jesus Was Born a Jew," dated 1523, Luther initiallyl 8aid:

For they [the Catholics] have dealt with the Jews as if they were dogs and
not human beings. They have done nothing for them but curse them and seize
their wealth. | would advise and beg everybody to deal kindly with the Jews
and to instruct them in the Scriptures; in such a case we could expecbthem t
come over to us. We must receive them kindly and allow them to eompet
with us in earning a livelihood. . .and if some remain obstinate, what of it?
Not everyone is a good Christian.

When the Jews did not convert as Luther expected, he wrote a pamphlet in
his later years, "Concerning the Jews and Their Lies," in whiclstes
eight actions to be taken against the J&@ss:

_Burn all synagogues , _Forbid Jews to travel

_Destroy Jewish dwellings,

_Forbid Jews to charge interest on loans to-Jems and confiscate

Jewish property , _Confiscate the Jews' holy books

_Force Jews to do physical labor , _Forbid rabbis to teach

_Expel the Jews from provinces where Christians live

Today "Replacement” theologians also, wrongly conclude that thenJewis
people have lost all rights to their Land. Accordingly, they clailn
prophecies—especially in the books of Isaiah and Jeremiah concerning
Israel's restoration to its historic Land—were fulfilled witie treturn of
Israel after the Babylonian captivity (536 B.C.). Then, they say fuiyer
promises of blessing after 536 B.C. would be conditional to their faithfulness
and since they proved totally unfaithful in rejecting Jesus, anyéurt
blessing as a nation or people was forfeited.
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What Do the Scriptures Say?

This revisionist concept of Israel's forfeiture of their Land is eefitty the
prophet Jeremiah. "Thus saith the LORD...if | have not appointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth, then will | cast away the seadodf. Ifor
| will cause their captivity to return [Hebresgturn from exile] and have
mercy on them" (Jeremiah 31:3%; 33:2526). These two prophecies in
Jeremiah together devastate "Replacement Theology." Only whenl&vesl's
of the universe cease to control day and night and the operation ohheave
and earth, only then will God cast off the seed of Abraham, Isaataant.

Then Jeremiah shows, "That the city [Old Jerusalem] shall betbuihe
Lord" by the returned Jews and furthermore, "It shall not be plucked up, nor
thrown down anymore forever" (Jeremiah 31488. The descendants of
Israel (Jacob)—not Ishmael or Esau—uwill receive the city ofiskem
(including East Jerusalem) forever.

Zechariah was written after the return from Babylonian captiaiid
during the building of the second temple. Yet Zechariah prophesied a future
dispersion and final regathering.of Israel to its Land—culminating in
Jerusalem becoming the capital of God's kingdom on earth.

Zechariah 8:8 "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, | will save my
people from the east country, and from the west country; And | will bring
them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shaly be m
people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness."

Zechariah 8:13And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among
the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will | save you, and ye
shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong."

Zechariah 8:2@23 "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; It shall yet come to
pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants of many cities: And
the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to
pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: | will go aésg. Y
many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in
Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In
those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a
Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you."

Certainly, the prophecies in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Amos, and ,others
speak of Israel's first restoration to its Land, after the #®argy
desolation/captivity. But they also speak of Israel's finaioration in the
"last days" and in "those days" which will culminate in God's Horg on
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earth. When has a kingdom of universal peace, prosperity, happiness and
economic security ever been established (Isaialt2Iremiah 31:234;

Micah 4:17)? Isaiah reveals a set of prophecies indicating that lstthdle
restored to Divine favor—playing a central role in God's futuregglom on
earth—long after the death of Jesus.

Isaiah 2:14 "The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations,
and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more".

A Second Regathering

Although written before the Babylonian dispersion, the Book of Isaiah
speaks of the LORD regathering Israel the second time. Heehathered
them the first time after the seventy years' desolation/captiviaell&/as not
dispersed again until A.D. 70—nearly forty years after Jesudi ddwdn the
Roman army destroyed Jerusalem. The regathering of the Jeweito t
promised Land in our era is the "second time" regathering ofhlsaia
prophecy.

Isaiah 11:1912 "And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD
shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the
islands of the sea [the nations far beyond Babylon]. And he shall set up an
ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather
together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.”

This "second time" regathering was predicted to be from natians fa
beyond Babylon. Deuteronomy indicates Jews would be scattered to nations
not known to their fathers.

Deuteronomy 28:3@7 "The LORD shall bring thee, and thy king which
thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation which neither thou nor thy fathers
[Abraham came from Babylon, Genesis 11:31] have known; and there shalt
thou serve other gods, wood and stone. And thou shalt become an
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astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the
LORD shall lead thee."

Because the Prophet Jeremiah quotes these very words of Moses, the
"fathers" Jeremiah refers to must be a reference to Abrdsaat, and Jacob.
This prophecy refers to the "fathers" before Israel enteretdahé—not as
revisionists wrongly claim, the "fathers" or leaders of disobedievho led
them after they entered the Land. Although Jeremiah lived beforg&0the
years' desolation/captivity, he was already predicting the setispdrsion
into a land that their "fathers" never knew. This second dispersiatdw
extend far beyond Babylon or the Chaldees where "father" Abraham once
lived. Therefore, Jeremiah presents a thrilling prophecy of botlc@nde
dispersion and the miraculous second regathering that is now being fulfilled.

Jeremiah 16:1-35 "Therefore will | cast you out of this land into a land
that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye etree
gods day and night; where | will not shew you favour. Therefore, behold, the
days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD, live
that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; But, The
LORD liveth, that brought up the children of israel from the land of the north
and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and | will bring them
again into their land that | gave unto their fathers."

Another example of a prophecy written before the Babylonian captivity
with an endtime fulfillment is in Zephaniah 3:8,9. This prophecy includes
the time when God pours out his wrath on all the kingdoms of this earth.
Then He "turns to the people a pure language.[the true gospel], that they may
all call upon the name of the LORD with one consent."

Never in the past have "all" called upon the Name of the LORD. The same
chapter wonderfully deals with natural Israel's "end time"orasibn and
Israel's leading role in God's kingdom:

Zephaniah 3:120 "Behold, at that time | will undo all that afflict thee:
and | will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and |
will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to
shame. At that time will | bring you again, even in the time that | gather you:
for | will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when
| turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD."

These endime prophecies obviously were not fulfilled during the return
following the Babylonian captivity. The Jews have not been replaced or
displaced from these prophetic promises of God. These prophecies
concerning modern Israel's restoration are unequivocally sure of fulfillment.



"No More Pulled Up"

The Scriptures, furthermore, speak of this final regatheringlasrating
in joy and blessing that will never end. Jeremiah 3120

"Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the édbas
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock. For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed
him from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore they shall
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the goodness
of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the
flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they
shall not sorrow any more at all."the height of Zion, and shall flow together
to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for
the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered
garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all."

This time is yet future when Israel, restored to its Land, will experiemce a
eternity of joy. Amos 9:145"And | will bring again the captivity [return
from exile] of my people of Israel, and they shall build the wasesc@nd
inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they
shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon
their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which | have
given them, saith the LORD thy God."

Such prophesies as these cannot be logically interpreted in any gymbol
sense. Israel is to be literally planted again "upon their own |&nel lland
of their fathersCanaan. God had given them the Land by divine promise to
Abraham and his seexh "everlasting possession.” This promise is from God
Himself and must eventually, therefore, be fulfilled. The origpralmise to
Abraham stands forever.

Genesis 13:147; 17:8"Lift up now thine eyes and look from the place
where.thou art, northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: for
all the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to thy sweddr, . .

. Arise, walk through the land, in the length of it, and in the breadth of it; for
I will give it unto thee. . . . | will give it unto thee, and to thgdsafter thee,
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession."

"No more pulled up"..."give the Land forever"..."an everlasting
possession"—these phrases speak of Israel's future and eternasjposeé
the Land. The LORD specifically promised Canaan, "And | will givto
thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a strahtjee
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession” (Genesis 17:8). Thaabhri
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Stephen declared that Abraham never received the Land in fuiftllofe
God's promise recorded in Genesis (Acts 7:5). Stephen's logic tis tha
Abraham will receive the Land in God's Kingdom and all his descemdant
(the Jewish people) shall receive the Land after him as agrldsting
possession."” Canaan is not in heaven. Canaan is on earth.

All of these prophecies harmonize with Apostle Paul's inspiredméas
in Romans 11:286. Contrary to Replacement Theology, "All Israel shall be
saved" from both Adamic death and the condemnation of the Law—"for the
gifts and callings of God are without repentance” (Romans 11:29).

Biblical Zionists "Watchmen" in Israel

Possibly the most pertinent scripture to the current Land issuehand t
"peace process" is Jeremiah 31(h In the context of the ertone
regathering of the Jewish people to their Land, the LORD says, "Again [afte
their exile from the Land] you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of
Samaria [the secalled "West Bank"]... watchmen on the Mount Ephraim
[also the secalled "West Bank'] shall cry, arise ye, and let us go up ¢ Zi
unto the LORD our God." The Biblical Zionists are the "watchmen" and
many live on the mountains of Samaria and Ephraim. The Biblical #oni
are calling the secular Israelis to turn to the LORD and His Bibtiebate is
raging in Israel today between the Biblical Zionists and the secular $sraeli

However, vs. 7 stands out as addressing Christians. "For thus teaith t
LORD [here Christians, a class not represented in Jacob, amectadtto]
sing with gladness for Jacob [natural Israel] and shout among tk& chi
[Hebrew lit. "head"] of the nations [the U.S. is the chief nation ypda
publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD, save thy people, the remnant of
Israel."t 14 Christians are instructed to pray to God to save the people of
Israetincluding those who are living in the mountains of Samaria and
Ephraim (the "West Bank"). Christians are also instructed to i§hiktio the
United States what God is doing. Is the U.S. cooperating with God's
purposes? By pressuring Israel to give up the West Bank, the U.S. is working
against God. The U.S. is working against the LORD who said, 4 father
to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn [those who live in Samaria]" (Jehemia
31:912). The prophecy concludes by revealing all nations should recognize
that the Lord is restoring Jacob, natural Israel, to its land.. Theiggsrto
natural Israel have not been forfeited to Christians. These pofiseturn
to the Land do not refer to the return from Babylon, but to the current
miraculous restoration to nationhood. Israel now will no "more be pulled
up.” Never. T An alternate application of the chief of the nationsdvoel
the U.N.
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Chapter 2

Historic Rights—An Overview of History

With the exception of the 70 years' Babylonian desolation/captivity, the
Jewish people have lived without interruption in the Land of Israed as
nation until A.D. 76135ending a period of over seventeen hundred years.
The Jewish population of Israel peaked at two andhatiemillion before
the Roman destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and the massive slaughte
and expulsion of Jews for the Second Dispersif. T

If the Jews have a Geglven right to the Land, why were the Jews
expelled from the Land of Israel by the Romans? Why was the door to
"Palestine," as renamed by the Romans, generally shut to Jess finainy
centuries? Jesus gave the reason for this dispersion. Shatlprasenting
himself to Israel as king (in fulfilment of Zechariah 10:9),imdicted Israel
because they killed the prophets and failed to accept him. Jeslys sai
"Behold, your house is left unto you desolate" (Matthew 23:37p%
milarly, Zechariah predicted that the LORD would render "doublebiéie
mishneh, "an equal portion") because they did not turn to Jesus, their
"stronghold." Israel would need to experience a period of disfavor egual t
their period of favor from the Lord (Zechariah 10:12).

Regarding that equal portion of time in the disfavor of God, Jeremiah
predicted that God's "recompense [for] their iniquity and their sin dbubl
would be accomplished before the current massive regathering of the Jews to
their Land (Jeremiah 16:1¥8, especially vs. 18). The opening of the doors
of the Land to the Jews can be pinpointed at 1878 when, by the diplomatic
skill of Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli at the Berlim@ress of Nations,
Britain was given a protectorate over Palestine. Disradlidpgproached the
Congress with the intention of achieving that control over Palefdihe
expecting a mass immigration of Jews to reach "one million stepagaking
one language, and animated by one spirit to achieve autonomy and
independencel?7 This turn of events finally eased restrictions on Jewish
immigration and land purchase in Palestine. Also at this times Jew
established the first agricultural settlement—Petah Tikvah "DbbBiope"—
in the ancient Land of their ancesta&Here the reclamation of the Land by
Jewish immigrants begdr® This regathering beginning in 1878 actually
marked the first tangible sign of God's favor returning to the Jewish people.

Jeremiah prophesied that the Land would be restored to the Jews after
had become "desolate without man and without beast" (Jeremiah13:10
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Again, how do we know that this promise of restoration to the Landhatas
fulfilled with the return from Babylon? Jeremiah, after all, wrbefore the

70 years' desolation. Vss. 15,16, predicted a permanent restorationlithat wi
culminate in the Messianic Age. "l will cause the Branchgiiteousness to
grow up unto David. . Jerusalem shall dwell safely." Jerusalemadidwell
"safely"  after the temporary restoration from the 70
years'.desolation/captivity. This permanent restoration was to attenrthe
Second Dispersion—which Jesus prophesied would be worldwide (Luke
21:24).

From A.D. 70 until the current regathering, God intended that the Land of
Israel would become barren of man and beast. Why? The Land then could
receive a mass influx of Jewish immigrants at the prophetie. tNo nation
would be able to establish itself in Palestine during the intparnod. But
here we are faced with a credibility gap between the BibletlaadArab
Palestinian claim. The Bible speaks of a massive dispersion ofdiéaveed
by centuries of a minimum of inhabitants until God's regatheringewt J
back to their Land. However, the Arab Palestinians claim thoah fthe
conquest of the Land by the Arabs (A.D. 64199), a thriving Palestinian
culture developed. Which of these two views of history do the facts affirm?

The Record of History

Although the expulsions of Jews after A.D. 70 and 135 were massive,
devotion to the Land of Israel caused some to linger just outsidetders,
wait for quieter times and keep coming back. One of thealled Early
Church Fathers, Origen, during his stay in the Holy Land from A.D- 231
254, observed that the Jews were still a majority in the Lankiaattime.
After the Roman Empire embraced Christianity in the fourth centary
systematic dispersal of the remaining Jews began. HoweveredretuD.
614617, the Jews actually controlled large parts of the 124nd:

Another largescale uprising [of Jews in Palestine], supported by an
invading Persian army, was so successful that for three yeadews seem
to have exercised control over large parts of the country includmgalem
and Tiberias (614617).

After this interlude of three years, the Persians were dafeahd
Jerusalem returned to the Byzantine Christizhs.
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Arab Conquest

Consequently, the population of the Land was a "quilt" of minorities when
the Arabs acquired it in their conquest of Byzantine Syria in A.D. BAB.
quilt of people whose Land was dubbed "Palestine” by Imperial Rome was
composed of Jews, Samaritans, dissifémtistians and the largest grouping
Syrian Orthodox Christiarsone of whom were Arabs.

Although the Arabs ruled the Land from A.D. 640 to A.D. 1099, it is
questionable that they ever became the majority of the population. The
historian James Parker wr@@:

During the first century after the Arab conquest [A.D.-G40], the caliph
and governors of Syria and the Land [Palestine] ruled entirelyCivestian
and Jewish subjects. Apart from the Bedouin in the earliest daysnthe
Arabs west of the Jordan. . .were the garrisons.

In A.D. 985 the Arab writer Mugaddasi complained about the large
majority Jewish population in Jerusalem and added, "The mosque is empty
of worshippers. . 23 Although AlHakim, Caliph of the Arab Empire (A.D.
996-1021), ordered all neMoslems in Syria and the area called Palestine to
convert to Islam or be expelled, he later rescinded some of thetiess
and so the Arabs remained a minority. The noted Arab historian Dip Phil
Hitti observed that after almost four centuries after théAnquest (about
A.D. 1070), the Christians (nefrabs) in Syria, including Palestine, were
still fully as numerous as the Moslems and that the Moslems fyemo
means all Aral24

The Crusader rule (A.D. 109291) in the Land was followed by the ron
Arab Moslem rule of the Mamelukes (A.D. 129317). The Arab historian
Hitti observed that there was a large exodus of Arabs during¢hisd25
The Arab historian Ibu Khaldun wrote in A.D. 1377, "Jewish sovereignty in
the Land of Israel extended over 1400 years. .. . It was the Jews who
implanted the culture and customs of the permanent settle@nt."

Nearly 300 years after the Arab rule in the Land, the noted Aradribis
Khaldun (called one of the greatest historians of all time by Arnold Toynbee
observed that the Land still was permeated with Jewish culhgrewstoms.

In A.D. 1400, nearly 300 years after Arab rule, there was still iteage of
Palestinian roots or established culture.

During the period of the Mamelukes as a consequence of the Black
Plague, the population of the Land west of the Jordan River dwindled down
to 140,000 to 150,000 Moslems, Christians and Bxafter the Turkish
conquest in 1517 a census for tax purposes tabulated 49,181 heads of
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families and single men liable to tax. Professor Roberto Baetbulated

that in the years 1558554 there were 205,000 Moslems, Christians and
Jews. From his travels in 1785, Francois Comte de Volney's figuoekl
leave less than 200,000 for the total population of the land of Pal28tine.
Both Dr. Philip K. Hitti and Alfred Bonni agree that the total popatatvas

less than 200,000 in A.D. 18029,30Some estimate the total population of
the Land at 150,000 by 1850. This total population would include Jews,
Christians and Arabs.

Then Jewish funds started to flow into the Land by 1856 when Sir Moses
Montefiore purchased Land outside of Jerusalem to teach agricuttire t
Jews in the Lan81 From about 1878, Edmond de Rothschild began to
actually finance the establishment of Jewish agricultural caorie this
time in history, an uninterrupted stream of Jewish funds and Jewish
immigration commenced to pour into Palestine. This influx of resources
resulted in an economic upswing that attracted Arabs from surrounding
countries. Since the Land was at that time under Turkish Moslem rule, Arabs
throughout the Middle East had unrestricted access to Palestid®1Byhe
Arab population increased to 560,032 In spite of restrictions on Jewish
immigration, Jews and Arabs continued to pour into the Land until the birth
of the State of Israel in 1948. Clearly, Jewish financial investshnand
immigration—together with laborious cultivation of the land—had put the
Land of Israel on the economic map.

Arab Conquest or Desolation?

What conclusions can be drawn from the foregoing overview of history?
The Jews lived in the Land of Israel for seventeen hundred yetarally
uninterrupted until the Roman destruction of its national polity in A.D. 70.
At this point, Israel's population of over two and -oradf million was
abruptly decimated by massive slaughter and expulsion. But aslat®a
617, Jews controlled Jerusalem and a large portion of the Land. WAdter t
time, even though Arabs conquered the Land, they were only a minority.
Then through the centuries of Christian Crusader rule and the Mameluke
period, the Land was still dominated by Jewish culture and customs until
A.D. 1400 even though the Arabs eventually became a small majority.
Because the Prophet Jeremiah had forecasted that during the Second
Dispersion the Holy Land would be forgotten and desolate, the Land
especially during the Turkish rule drifted into relative obscuritythe
backwaters of Syria. Thus, for centuries the total combined populatfons
Moslems, Christians and Jews was less than 200,000. Compared, therefore,
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with the Jewish population peak of over a couple million, the Land did
become relatively "desolate of man and beast" as the Prophet predicted.

The Holy Land
Significant Dates Historic Events

1,700 years to Roman destruction of Jerusalem, AD 70 Jewish national
entity with judicial system, commerce, etc., majority of tif@epulation of
2% million

AD 70- 135 Rome began its attempt to destroy or exile 2% million Jews

AD 614- 617 Jews controlled large parts of the country

AD 640-1099 Arab conquest, but not majority population

AD 1099- 1291 Crusaders' rule

AD 1291- 1517 NorArab Moslem Mamelukes' rule

AD 15171917 Land drifted into relative obscurity under Turkish rule

AD 1856- 1948 Influx of Jewish funds and cultivation of Land attracting
immigration of Jews and Arabs.

The Palestinian Claim

The Palestinian claim that the Land for centuries sustainedivanthr
Palestinian culture is not authorized by the facts of history.thveetvorld
community has given this claim a receptive hearing. PLO Chair¥fassir
Arafat in his speech before the U.N. in 1974 declared, "The Jewisionva
began in 1881 . . Palestine was then a verdant area, inhabited maamny by
Arab people in the course of building its life and dynamically emilitis
indigenous culture."

What happens when this claim is compared with the personal observations
of the following recognized authorities? In 1738 Thomas Shaw observed a
land of "barrenness.... from want of inhabitar8.1n 1785 Constantine
Francois de Volney recorded the population of the three main cities.
Jerusalem had a population of 12,000 to 14,000. Bethlehem had about 600
ablebodied men. Hebron had 800 to 900 r3dnin 1835 Alphonse de
Lamartine wrote, "Outside the city of Jerusalem, we saw miagliebject,
heard no living sound. . .a complete eternal silence reigns in theitothe,
highways, in the country . . The tomb of a whole peopt."

In 1857, the British consul in Palestine, James Finn, reported, "The
country is in a considerable degree empty of inhabitants and therefore
greatest need is that of a body of populati@®This historic observation is a
remarkable confirmation of the Biblical predictions that duringadbs
"double" period of time of punishment and dispersion, the Lord would cause

15

the Land to become desolate of man and beast (Jeremiah 33:10; Zecharia
10:12; Jeremiah 16:148). No wonder by 1857 it was just waiting for "a
body of population”! In the Lord's providence this needed body of
population—the Jewish people—began to return after 1878 at the end of
their Scriptural period of God's disfavor. The most popular quote on the
desolation of the Land is from Mark Twain's THE INNOCENTS ABMD
(1867), "Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes. Over it broodspeheka

curse that has withered its fields and fettered its energiedestie is
desolate and unlovely.... It is a hopeless, dreary, heartbroken land."

The records of history confirm the Biblical predictions that durimg t
Jewish dispersion and "double" of God's disfavor, the Land of Israel would
become desolate awaiting the return of the Jewish people whemiditd pkt
disfavor ended in 1878. The records of history simply do not confirm today's
Palestinian claim of Palestinian roots and culture in a "veataat' since the
Arab rule of the land (A.D. 640099).

Southern Syria Vs. "Palestine”

The Romans had changed the name of the Land of Israel to "Palestine."
But from A.D. 640 until the 1960s, Arabs referred to this same Land as
"Southern Syria." Arabs only started calling the Land "Palestinethe
1960s. Until about the eighteenth century, the Christian world called this
same Land, "The Holy Land." Thereafter, they used two names: "dlye H
Land" and "Palestine.” When the League of Nations in 1922 gave Great
Britain the mandate to prepare Palestine as a national homeefdewish
people, the official name of the Land became "Palestine" andmedab
until the rebirth of the Israeli State in 1948. During this veryogerthe
leaders of the Arabs in the Land,.however, called themselves Southern
Syrians and clamored that the Land become a part of a "Greaiter' Shis
"Arab Nation" would include Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Transjordan as well as
Palestine. An observation in TIME magazine well articulated lilogv
Palestinian identity was born so belatedly in the 1960s:

Golda Meir once argued that there was no such thing as a Paleséni
the time, she wasn't entirely wrong. Before Arafat began hisigtasng,
most of the Arabs from the territory of Palestine thought of tkems as
members of an akmbracing Arab nation. It was Arafat who made the
intellectual leap to a definition of the Palestinians as andispeople; he
articulated the cause, organized for it, fought for it and brougitt ihe
world's attention. . who made the intellectual leap to a definitioth®f
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Palestinians as a distinct people; he articulated the causejzeddor it,
fought for it and brought it to the world's attention. . .

If there was an Arab Palestinian culture, a normal population incoease
the centuries would have been expected. But with the exception of a
relatively few families, the Arabs had no attachment to thedL# Arabs
from southern Syria drifted into Palestine for economic reasonkinwat
generation or so the cultural tug of Syria or other Arab lands would puail the
back. This factor is why the Arab population average remained Idirthmt
influx of Jewish financial investments and Jewish people in thelB@@s
made the Land economically attractive. Then sometime between 1850 and
1918, the Arab population shot up to 560,000. Not to absolve the Jews but to
defend British policy, the not overfriendly British secretary tates for the
colonies, Malcolm MacDonald, declared in the House of Commons
(November 24, 1938), "The Arabs cannot say that the Jews are dheimg t
out of the country. If not a single Jew had come to Palestine kite3, |
believe the Arab population of Palestine would still have been around
600,000. . .38

Jewish contributions and Jewish immigration continued to flow into the
Land. The Jews created industry, agriculture, hospitals—a compléte soc
economic infrastructure. As

job opportunities increased, so did Arab immigration. In fact, in 1939
President Roosevelt observed that "Arab immigration into Padesince
1921 has vastly exceeded the total Jewish immigration during thise whol
period.'39 For one specific example, in 1934 between 30,000 and 36,000
Arabs from the Hauran Province in Syria left for "the betiéa" lin
Palestine40

On the other hand, Great Britain's White Paper of 1939 closed the doors of
Jewish immigration to their Land. Simultaneously, there wasge-taale
Arab immigration to the new Land of opportunity during World Wat1lIn
1946 Bartley C. Crum, a United States Government observer, notedribat
of thousands of Arabs had entered Palestine "because of this ifetterd
they were still coming42

The Testimony of Arabs and Christians

Because Arabs until the 1960s spoke of Palestine as Southern Syria or part
of Greater Syria, in 1919 the General Syrian Congress statedaskVinat
there should be no.separation of the southern part of Syria, known as
Palestine 43 In 1939 George Antonius noted the Arab view of Palestine in
191844
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Faisal's views about the future of Palestine did not differ traree of his
father and were identical with those held then by the great nyajofri
politically-minded Arabs. The representative Arab view was substantially
that which King Husain [Grand Sherif of Mecca, the great grahefaif the
current King Hussein of Jordan] had expressed to the British Government
in January 1918. In the Arab view, Palestine was an Arab terfitoming
an integral part of Syria.

Referring to the same Arab view of Palestine in 1939, George Aistoni
spoke of "the whole of the country of that name [Syria] which is now split up
into mandated territories. 45 His lament was that France's mandate over
Syria did not include Palestine which was under Britain's mandate.

As late as May 1947, Arab representatives reminded the United Nations in
a formal statement, "Palestine is a...part of the Province of
Syria....Politically, the Arabs of Palestine were not independemieirsénse
of forming a separate political entit¢6 On May 31, 1956, Ahmed Shukairy
had no hesitation, as current head of the Palestine Liberation Gxijamjin
announcing to the Security Council the observation, "It is common
knowledge that Palestine is nothing but southern SyieByrian President
Hafez Assad once told PLO leader Yassir Ardft:

You do not represent Palestine as much as we do. Never forgenéhis
point: There is no such thing as a Palestinian People, there idasbirkan
entity, there is only Syria. You are an integral part of thdaBypeople,
Palestine is an integral part of Syria. Therefore it is te, Syrian
authorities, who are the true representatives of the Palestinian people.

Assad stated on March 8, 1974, "Palestine is a principal part of Souther
Syria, and we consider that it is our right and duty to insistithla¢ a
liberated partner of our Arab homeland and of Sy4&."

In the words of the late military commander of the PLO as well as member
of the PLO Executive Council, Zuhair Muh$0:

There are no differences between Jordanians, Palestinians, Sym@ns
Lebanese. We are all part of one nation. It is only for politeasons that
we carefully underline our Palestinian identity....yes, the existerfice
separate Palestinian identity serves only tactical purposedoiiheing of a
Palestinian state is a new tool in the continuing battle agasnael
[emphasis ours]. The following are significant observations by G of
the Arabs in Palestine in the 18C&k:

The Arabs themselves, who are its inhabitants, cannot be considered but
temporary residents. They pitched their tents in its grazirdsfier built
their places of refuge in its ruined cities. They created nothinty Since
they were strangers to the land, they never became its mabher desert
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wind that brought them hither could one day carry them away without thei
leaving behind them any sign of their passage through it.

Stephen Olin, D.D., L.L.D., called one of the most noted of American
theologians after his extensive travels in the Middle Eastenobthe Arabs
in Palestine "...with slight exceptions they are probably all desoesad
the old inhabitants of Syrid@2 The most authoritative Arab statement,
however, as to whom the Holy Land belongs is found in the Koran, the
Islamic Scripture&3

The fact is that the Koran agrees with the Bible that Godijlmade a
covenant with the Sons of Israel and assigned the Holy Land to the Jews (Se
the Koran, Sura V, "The Table"). The Koran also describes the Land given to
the Jews as "blessed" and foresees a return of Israel td.#meirat the end
of days. These testimonies confirm the Christian Scripture&thdgave the
Land to the Jewish people as an everlasting possession. Theehgltdiv
Arabs who wandered into the Land between A.D.-B308 were but
temporary dwellers. The truer perspective of history revéalsthe large
recent influx of Arabs that paralleled the regathering of Jewsbaistoric
rootage in the Land.

The Verdict of History: Land Rights

Before Jewish immigration and Jewish investments spawned massiv
Arab immigration, Arabs were actually leaving Palestine. Tthenflow of
traffic reversed. ". . .Palestine changed from a country of Aragration to
one of Arab immigration. Arabs from the Hauran in Syria as albther
neighboring lands poured into Palestine to profit from the higher staofiard
living and fresh opportunities provided by the Zionist pioneg4sThis
phenomenon is confirmed by the Palestine Royal Commission Report which
observed that in the period between the Balfour Declaration and thedUni
Nations Partition Resolution of 1947, Palestine became a land of Arab
immigration55 As further documented by Frankenstein, substantial Arab
immigration was a recent phenomerih:

The early "lovers of Zion" began the stimulation of Arab imntigra
Some writers have come out with the conclusion that in 1942, 75 percent of
the Arab population were either immigrants or descendants of intggr
into Palestine during the preceding one hundred years, mainly after 1882.

Indeed, the verdict of history does more than confirm the Prophets. The
population of the Land of Israel would be minimal until the "double" of
Israel's disfavor ended in 1878 when the regathering of the Jewigsls exi
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began (Jeremiah 33:10; Zechariah 9:12 and Jeremiah-18)1Zhe record
of history testifies that the great influx of Arabs also began after that date.
These facts of history explain why the United Nations needed to develop a
definition that a "Palestinian Refugee" is any Arab who had been in
"Palestine” for only two years?/ This U.N. definition, in fact, is
incompatible with the assumption that the Arab Palestinian roots go back one
or two thousand years. The Jews themselves have dominated the lleahd ca
"Palestine" for the past two millennia. The Jews themselk®sas much
"Palestinian" as the Arabs who claim to be Palestinians. If any
population.has a right to the name Palestinian (if they wantetwpuld be
the Jews whose ancestors had their Land renamed "Palestine.” t
Many scholars now accept Josephus' figure of five to seven million
people. ¥ See Revelation 11:8. From God's viewpoint, Christendom is also
guilty of Jesus' death..
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Chapter 3

The Nations Partitioned His Land and the Lord was Angry

"When | bring again the captivity of Judah and Jedem, | will
also gather all nations. ..I will plead with thehete for my people
and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattermong the
nations, and parted my land." Joel 3:1,2

With the ending of God's "double" of disfavor and punishment, God takes
issue with the nations responsible for hounding and scattering "my people."
Now during God's regathering of the Jews by Divine Providence &Bic@
to "my Land," He also takes issue with the nations who have thatte
Land"—His Land. How have the nations "partitioned" His Land?

World War | was the second significant event in -6nte prophecy
regarding the regathering of Israel. Turkey, with an expansiyererthat
compassed the Middle East (including Palestine) and North Afocaht
with Germany and the Central Powers against the Allies. Abrisaking up
of the Turkish Empire by the victorious Allies, both Jews and Arabs
requested independent states. The world powers were generous in the
extreme to the Arabs by granting them twetwyp independent Arabs
states— encompassing 5,414,000 square miles. The Jews asked fomless tha
one percent of that vast territory. The Allies agreed to #usiest (which
included both sides of the Jordan) in the 1917 Balfour Declaration and the
1920 San Remo Conference of World Powers (See Map |).

For imperialistic interests, however, in 1921 Great Britain redem the
Balfour Declaration, lopped off 77 percent of the Land promised in the
Balfour Declaration and set up the Arab Emirate of Transjordas &

). Then in 1922 the League of Nations gave Great Britain a Martdat
prepare the remaining 23 percent of Palestine (including Samadeaa,J
Gaza, Golan Heights and Eastern Jerusalem) for a Jewish Nlatiome.

But under French pressure, in 1923 the Golan Heights was ceded by the
British to the French mandate of SyB&They partitioned His Land and the
Lord was angry.
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Oil Diplomacy

Oil was then discovered in the Arab countries. Consequently, "oil
diplomacy" was instituted. British foreign policy simply appeasedArabs.

In 1939 the British White Paper banned further immigration to Padesti
Also, with brutal callousness, the United Sates and most nationgdefus
accept the beleaguered Jews of Europe. Consequently, 6 million Jesvs we
slaughtered in the Holocaust.

How many millions of these hapless victims would have found a haven i
Palestine if Britain had not reneged—with the silent consent obtier
nations of the world—on its.own mandate obligations by banning Jewish
immigration? What a heinous, collective crime of history! Lloyebge, the
Prime Minister of Great Britain when the Balfour Declaratwas issued,
went on national radio to call the British 1939 White Paper, "an act of
national perfidy which will dishonor the name of Britabd"

This time the nations actually denied the Jews any of God's Landhend
Lord was angry. Finally, the gentile nations, gtiittden after defaulting on
their promise since 1922, felt a moral obligation to grant the Jaws
independent state. But, unfortunately, the UN Partition Plan of 1947 further
reduced the size of the new Israeli State (See Map IIl). phgitioned "My
Land" and the Lord was angry. . When Israel became an independent State in
1948, armies from six Arab nations invaded the newborn State. Outnumbered
100 to one, Israel's ragtag army pushed back the invaders and tookfmore
its rightful Land. Divine Providence was telling the world sonreghabout
whose Land it is.

Jordan Occupied East Jerusalem

However, the Arab State of Transjordan captured East Jerusalem, expelled
all Jews and destroyed or desecrated all Jewish holy sitesisTihis time
when Jerusalem became "occupied territory." In addition to defying.tie
Mandate, Transjordan also occupied the west bank of the River Jordan. No
longer limited to being "Trans" (across) Jordan (the east bard)sjbrdan
reduced its nhame to simply Jordan, now ruling over both the occupied west
bank and the original east bank of Jordan (See Map IV).

But this annexation of the "West Bank" by Jordan was not recognized by
any nation of the world—except Great Britain and Pakistan. Jordan was even
denounced by its Arab allies, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, who
wanted to expel Jordan from the Arab Leadi@lt is claimed that 600,000
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Arabs fled "temporarily," but temporarily became permanently wihen

Arab invaders failed to destroy the new State of Israel. DBerdGurion
adamantly argued that the 600,000 figure was a lie. "The refugee issue is one
of the biggest lies, even among our own people...l have all the figenas

the area of the State of Israel, only 180,000 Arabs left in 1948. Thexe w
300,000 Arabs altogether in Israel and 120,000 remé@in."

In the 1967 Six Day War, under the threat of being "pushed into the sea"
by Egypt, Syria and Jordan, Israel actually liberated the "occupigtbry”
of Jerusalem and granted free access to Jews, Christians afemslde
worship at their respective holy sites. Israel also liberited'West Bank"
and Gaza. How easily recent history is forgotten. By comparisoagl'ts
administration, despite its faults, has been much more humane. Titiegeal
of the Jordanian and Egyptian occupation are conveyed in the following
guote fromHARSH REALITIES62

For 19 years, until 1967, Jordan brutally occupied the renamed "West
Bank" with its 20 UNWRA refugee camps... And when western Palestinia
rioted in.December '55, April '57, April '63, Nov. '66 and April '67, King
Hussein sent in tanks which shelled city streets and machine gpeopk
at random, killing hundreds of men, women and children.

The Gaza Strip, as it was known for the 19 years of harsh Egyptia
occupation, had 8 UNWRA refugee camps in which the Palestinians were
forced to live in overcrowded squalor. Egypt refused to absorb anyeesfug
kept them stateless, denied passports, and forbade them to traxekadn
Egypt. [On the other hand, Palestinians were permitted to work in Israel after
1967.]

For 19 years of brutal occupation of their fellow Arabs, Jordan and Egypt
kept these areas in a deliberate state of economic stagnatioeesere
unemployment. Average unemployment in the early Sixties ran beB®&een
45%, and refugee unemployment hit a high of 83%. Yet during this entire
period, the world was 1967, did anyone discover the "legitimate riglls a
national aspirations” of the Palestinian Arabs.

From a humanitarian viewpoint, their situation improved immeasurably
under lIsraeli administration. Unemployment hovers around a mere 1%
(1989) and per capita gross income tripled in less than 20 yearst infa
mortality rates dropped from the pt&67 140 per 1,000 to only 30 per 1,000
today—at a time when the rest of the Arab world is still at 801p@00; 7
Arab colleges and universities were established under Israglipaton,"
where none existed before 1967. Yet it is Israel that is now being attacked.

Had the Arab countries any true intentions of helping their beleatjuere
brethren from western Palestine, they would and could have absorbed them
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easily 4 decades ago, as the Israelites did of an even grestdrer of
Jewish refugees from Arab lands. The Palestinian Arabs sharsathe
language, religion and culture, and for 70% of them, the same countries of
origin just 3 generations before when their grandfathers emigfated
economic reasons to Palestine from surrounding Arab lands. But the 22 Arab
countries, uninterested in aiding in Palestinian brothers, prefertesa tinem

as a political weapon to wield against Israel, and the U.N. suppibited
heartless human manipulation.

In the mid1970's Israel attempted to give the Palestinian Arab refugees i
Gaza new and better housing. The U.N. General Assembly, at the aofging
the Arab states, passed Resolution 32/90 condemning Israel for toying t
relocate these refugees and demanded they be returned "to theicamps
which they were removed." And yet, a senior U.N. official cam@&daa in
January 1988 accompanied by 10 TV crews on afifaging visit and laid
the entire blame for the situation at Israel's feet. Ash& U.N.'s own
complicity in the matter didn't exist!

The Refugee Problem

When the six Arab nations invaded Israel at Israel's birth, mkaiy c
600,000 Arabs were displaced in that war. What is not well known is that
approximately 800,000 Jews, who were living in those six Arab nations, had
to flee for their lives because of Arab hatred. The solution toréfigee
problem was simple—a fair exchange. Israel, at a terrible econowst,
absorbed the 800,000 Jewish refugees But the Arab nations refused to accept
these Arab refugees—their Arab brethren. Rather, they placed them i
refugee camps, which became dark holes of hate and misery, models f
propaganda to turn world opinion against Israel. They succeeded. How well
they succeeded....

Refugee Camps

When Israel inherited Judea and Samaria (the "West Bank") araliGa
the 1967 War, Israel also inherited the Palestinian refugee dhatpsere
administered by a United Nations agency. Israel wanted to negbttt the
refugee problem and a peace settlement, but the Arabs refusedar®o¢ c
help but agonize for the poor refugee pawns in this ploy. The deplorable
condition of the Palestinian refugees is especially pitiful bectessituation
was designed and perpetuated by their own Arab brothers. No wonder the
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"intifada" erupted. Many claim the Arab nations refused to alievihe
refugee problem both in 1948 and in 1967.

Among many who have made this observation is Col. Richard Henry
Meinertzhagen, a British Middle East expert. He asked a felloner guest
at the home of a British diplomat, "Why do not you Arabs, with all your
resources from oil, do something for those wretched refugees from
Palestine?" The Lebanese replied, "Good God, do you really thinkeve ar
going to destroy the finest propaganda we possess? It's a gold Yiimeh
Meinertzhagen observed that this view was unkind and immoral, the
Lebanese replied, "They are just human rubbish, but a political gold"mine
In slightly different language referring to the same attit@eout the
usefulness of Palestinian refugee camps, Meinertzhagen note$ookjs'l
received identical views from other Aral®3"The Palestinians who have
taken to the streets, spoiling for trouble, are the new genessgamned in
the refugee camps. From earliest childhood, they have been taught hate.

The U.N. has now had the audacity to call Jerusalem and the "Wdst Ba
"occupied territories" only after Israel regained them in the A@T. In
1922 the League of Nations had recognized the legal, moral and hisgbtic ri
of the Jewish people to a national homeland in Palestine—including
Jerusalem. If the Jews had a right to Jerusalem recognizelebyatrld
community in 1922, that right is still valid today. But since thenytst oil
reserves were discovered in Arab lands. The nations are comprgmisi
Israel's rights for their own oil interests! Consequently, today W.S.
administration and the U.N. define East Jerusalem as "occupiédrietr
But when Jordan occupied East Jerusalem, it became "occupied yéerritor
Now, in fact, no part of Jerusalem is "occupied territory.".Jermsale
indivisible—belongs to Israel. The same logic applies to the "\Bask."
Unfortunately, Israel's government presently is too intimidated by
tremendous pressure from the U.S. and other world powers to insist on its
historic right to Jude&amaria, the soalled "West Bank."

"They Partitioned My Land"

What is the Lord's perspective of all of these events? ladsy at the
nations. Whose Land is it that the world powers are now pressuragj ier
give to the Arabs? During the current regathering of the Jevesdel, even
before God's Kingdom is set up in Jerusalem, God refers to Esddlly
people" and their Land as "My Land" (Ezekiel 38:16; Isaiah 11:11).uBeca
the LORD is angry with the nations during Israel's regatheriguill bring
them down to the "Valley of Jehoshaphat" (symbolic of the grea am
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trouble in Daniel 12:1 and Matthew 24:21), to be punished because of their
sins against Israel (Joel 32). The first sin is "they have scattered" "My
people” among the nations and then during the regathering, "they parted
[partitioned] My land.” To whom does the Land belong? The Arabs? No!
The Land belongs to God and He gave it to the children of IsraethBut
nations have the arrogance to partition God's Land. They took 77 percent of
it away from Israel, "My people,” and gave it to the Arabs, and tiewv
United States and the nations of the world are pressuring lsraetrender

even more of their Gediven Land to the Arabs (See Map inside front
cover).

What is God's evaluation of the actions of Israel in contrastet@¢tions
of all other governments including the Arabs? What is His reispect
judgment of each? His intentions are revealed by the Prophet

Jeremiah (30:11)or | am with thee (Israel) saith the Lord, to save thee;
though | make a full end of all nations whither | have scattered theé, yet
will not make a full end of thee; but | will correct thee in measamd will
not leave thee altogether unpunished.

After the destruction of their governments, the people of these nations will
"seek the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem™ which will become the ¢api@od's
Kingdom (Zechariah 8:203). Instead of converging on Israel and Jerusalem
to partition the Land or take it, the nations will come to Jeros&ddearn of
the God of Israel so that they may walk in His ways. Insteatbwifing to
dissect Israel, they will come to be taught (Isaiah4):1
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Chapter 4

Arab-Israeli Peace—The Biblical Perspective

(Since the following prophetic analysis deals witture prophetic details, these
details are presented in the spirit of dialogue. Wik content ourselves here with
identifying the minimum territory Israel will eviddly occupy before the "time of
trouble" is over and, incidentally, deal with thenigration of Russian Jews as this
immigration is tied into the "Land issue" scriptsie

The road to actual peace between Israel and the Arabs is fldhaof
mines. Whether or not any kind of peace is actually attained, tifgUses
indicate that this current "peace process," will precipitate h@nofrab
Israeli war. Biblebelieving Christians view the "peace process" with great
prophetic interest. Those who have a short prophetic time frame ekjsect
peace process will position Israel in the prophetic setting dfi&lz&8:11—
dwelling "at rest," "without walls and having neither bars noegatThen
very soon Gog and his associates would invade Israel resultingein t
destruction of our world order (Ezekiel 38 & 39). However, the Scripture
indicate another war between Israel and the Arabs before thisadsém
Ezekiel's prophecy can unfold. Therefore, whether or not peace is
temporarily attained, this "peace process" will set in motiserees of events
that will precipitate another Aralsraeli war....But an Israel\rab war need
only delay Gog's invasion by a matter of months.

Expanding Borders

The RabirArafat agreement is at variance with God's agenda in our
prophetic time as "the day for extending your [Israel's] boundafi¢igah
7:11)64 This peace agreement is intended to actually shrink Israel's
boundaries. Consequently, this agreement will not last. There is only one
nation on earth that has its boundaries decreed in the Bible. That isation
Israel. Israel's ultimate boundaries are from the River ofpEdo the
Euphrates River (Genesis 15:28). These boundaries will be fully attained
in God's Kingdom after this "time of trouble" or "great tribwdati which
terminates our world or agPaniel 12:1; Matthew 24:3, 222; Zephaniah 3:8,9).

The IsradlArab conflict is graphically portrayed in Psalm 83. A look at a
map of the Middle East in Biblical times will identify the coues involved
today. These are the nations that are saying, "Come, and let themubff

from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.
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For they have consulted together with one consent; they are conéederat
against thee" (vss. 4, 5). This confederacy, of course, is ametete the
Arab nations. Although this Psalm is a prayer to God ("Keep not thou
silence, O God: hold not thy peace...") for the defeat of these nations ("O my
God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind...")—the actual
conclusion of this conflict is not described. But the Scriptures rbwosathis

Arab defeat is accomplished..The same day Israel is fortifying anddirga

her borders, Micah also describes as a severe time of trouliteefoest of

the earth (Micah 7:217, NEW AMERICAN STANDARD):

It will be a day for building your (Israel's) walls. On that day witluy
boundary be extended...And the earth will become desolate because of her
inhabitant on account of the fruit of their deeds...Nations will see and be
ashamed of all their might...They will lick the dust like a serpehey. Will
come trembling out of their fortresses; To the LORD our God tHegame
in dread.

What a fitting description of the time of trouble! Sandwiched in tinig-
of-trouble setting, the Lord is described (vs. 14) as feeding (Hebrew
"ruling"65) Israel in a territory that includes "Bashan” (the Golan kisig
and "Gilead." Half the tribe of Manasseh received all of "Basha
(Deuteronomy 3:3,4,13) and Golan was part of Bashan (Joshua 21:27) and
still is. And Gilead is a part of the East Bank of the JordaerRiSee Map
VI). The current "peace process" in the Middle East is nhegugidiie status
of the Golan Heights and the "West Bank." Can man negotiate witho®
the status of His promises to Israel? If Israel is forcedemporarily
compromise Land for peace, the Scriptures indicate that beforéirttee df
trouble" is over, Israel will again acquire the Golan Heights rzot only the
West Bank—but the East Bank as well.

More Immigration from Russia and the U.S.

An immigration of Jews from "Assyria" and "Egypt" is descdbey
Zechariah that is so large that it will fill the land of €&aitl and Lebanon
(Zechariah 10:10,11). Therefore, Lebanon (at least southern Lebanon as
described in the Book of Joshua) belongs to Israel by Divine Righhija
13:5,6). Israel already occupies a buffer zone in southern Lebanon. But an
immigration from Assyria and Egypt is prophetically anticipéteat will be
so numerically great that "place shall not be found for them." The pedple
overfill the Land of Gilead (East Bank) and at a minimum southern Lebanon.
Literal "Assyria" is Iraq. There are fewer than a thousamds Je Iraq and
Egypt. This number is hardly enough to fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah.

28



"Assyria" must be symbolic. For example, in Micah-3;5Assyria invades
Israel just before Israel becomes a blesser nation (vs. 7xyrlAS is
repelled. Micah's prophecy is evidently a parallel account of Gogision
(Ezekiel 38,39). It is generally agreed that Gog and some ofshxiates
mentioned refer to Russia and at least some of the republics fifrther
Soviet Union—including the Moslem republics. Therefore, the massive
immigration from a symbolic "Assyria" may be a referencehe current
wave of Jews from Russia and other former Soviet republics. é&lstently
"Egypt" is symbolic of the Christian world (Revelation 11:8). Whareng
the Christian nations are there so many Jews that could convelgael?
There are over 5 million Jews in the United States alone.

In another prophecy in Ezekiel, Israel's ancient exodus from Egypt is
identified as a microcosm of the exodus of Jews from all natioris thac
Israel at the end of the Christian Age (Ezekiel 2882 God is described as
bringing the Jews out of the nations "into the wilderness of the peomule,
there will | plead with you face to face. Like as | pleaded with your fathers in
the wilderness of Egypt...". In this original exodus Israel had to caoss
literal sea and a river in order to enter the Promised Landsmiiag of the
"sea" and the "river" in Zechariah's prophecy (the Hebrew worel thees
not mean the Euphrates but merely a river) seems to be syndjolic
removing obstacles that prohibited the Jews from leaving the fdBmaet
Union (Zechariah 10:11). The main obstacle was Communism. With the
breakup of Communism, the massive exodus began. Over a million have
immigrated to Israel. This continuing immigration of Jews is theskirfyjom
any country in the world (Jeremiah 16:14,15).

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The
LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt;
but, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of
the north(Russia)and from all the lands whither he had driven them; and |
will bring them again into their land that | gave unto their fathers.

"Peace Process" Moves Towards War

Isaiah also prophesies the smiting of a "sea" and a "rivgdirtaot the
Euphrates as some translations incorrectly read) in connectioraatige
immigration of Jews from Assyria to Israel (Isaiah 1116). The preceding
verses show that Israel and Judah are gathered together framatities
(lsaiah 11:1€12). "Ephraim shall not envy Judah" (vs. 13) parallels
Jeremiah's prophecy where the-tdhe "house of Israel" (Ephraim) and the
twotribe "house of Judah" become one in Diaspora and return "together" to
the Promised Land (Jeremiah 3:18).
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(...) Once in the Land, any peace agreement will explode in drowb
war on lIsrael's southwest and eastern borders, could spark a wave of
worldwide antiSemitism and precipitate a further mass exodus (vs. 16) from
Russia and the former Soviet Republics, "And there will be a higlinea
Assyria for the remnant of His people who will be left...".Gogpeken of
as coming from the "northern parts" (Ezekiel 38:14,15). While many
prophecies speak of a regathering from all the nations, an eimigtaut of
the land of the north" (which seems to be the land of Gog, or the former
Soviet Republics) is particularly emphasizéer 16:14,15; 31:7,8; 23:8; 3:18).

First, a small number would return, "one of a city, and two of alyami
(Jeremiah 3:148). From 1878 to the fall of Communism in 1990, relatively
few Russian Jews did return. A prophecy in Isaiah contrasts tbidetr
immigration ("gathered one by one") with the time when "the dgreatpet
shall be blown" and there would be a massive return (Isaiah 27:12,13). What
"great trumpet" is this? The Jubilee Trumpet of old was a Istgnigeturn
rights that were lost (Leviticus 25). Today the trumpet blasiuafan rights
brought down Communism and over a million Jews fled to Israel. Whiat wi
precipitate this even greater immigration wave from "thehi@rThe next
massive immigration wave from the former Soviet Republidsriel might
occur after the next Aralsraeli war as indicated in Isaiah 11:1@. Time
will reveal if this conclusion is a valid assumption. The deeisictory over
the Palestinians in Gaza on the west and Moab, Ammon and Edom on the
east already considered in Isaiah are paralleled in Zephanaah(l1:14
and Zephaniah 2:2). The setting is during "the day of the Lord's anger" (vs.
2). A complete defeat of the Philistines in the Gaza areasisrided. Of
course, the literal Philistines have long since passed off gresbut they
are symbolic of the Palestinians who now occupy that territory.ciatipj
one of the fanciful claims of the Palestinians is that theydaseendants of
the Philistines while simultaneously claiming to be descendamtbraham.

The origin of the Palestinians is identified by Ezekiel (36-1

The Lord is angry with "the people round about [Arabs]" the Land of
Israel who came into the land and made it a desolation. The Lordusigh
these selbtyled Palestinians (see map on inside back cov@8)Zephaniah
also indicts Moab and Ammon for all their abuses towards Israblavi
heard the reproach of Moab and Ammon, whereby they have reproached my
people and magnified themselves against their [Israel's] bofdephaniah
2:8). The Lord spared ancient Moab and Ammon during Israel's wilderness
journey, but not modern Moab and Ammon which is the Arab nation of
Jordan. During the Israeli War of Independence in 1948, it was Jordan who
captured the "West Bank" and the Bible Jerusalem ("magnifiedsilges
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against their borders"). It was Jordan who expelled all Jews tireriWest
Bank and East Jerusalem ("they have reproached my people"s Jondan
who occupied Judea and Samaria (wrongfully calling them the "West Bank")
until Israel's victory in the 1967 War. It was Jordan who destroyed akldewi
holy places in Jerusalem. Also it was Jordan with the Palesdimibo sided
with Saddam Hussein during Desert Storm in the hope he would fuffill hi
threat to "scorch half of Israel.” Now in the "peace process," King Huste
Jordan with dignity and poise knows how to say all the right thingshend
past is forgotten. But the Lord has not forgotten. Because of these sins, Moab
and Ammon (parts of modern Jordan) shall become "a perpetual desolation:
the residue of my people [Israel] shall spoil them, and the remnamy of
people [Israel] shall possess them" (Zephaniah 2:9)..

Thus the Scriptures forecast that before the invasion of Gogl \egithe
gain more Land and more people. What may precipitate these tveosfact
would be an Arabsraeli war which would expand lIsrael's borders and
simultaneously stimulate world af8iemitism. Worldwide antbemitism, in
turn, would precipitate a greater flood of immigration to the Land@hdt
punishment was already noted in Isaiah 11:13 and Zephanidh. 2:3
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Chapter 5
The Remnant, the "Holy Flock,” Will Be A Blesser Nation

After its decisive victory over the Arabs (Isaiah 11:14; Zepdia2:410;
Ezekiel 36:7), Israel will dwell in peace and "unwalled villslgeas
symbolized in Ezekiel (38:11). At this juncture, Gog and the natiotesllis
will invade Israel (Ezekiel 38:8). Here we disagree with many of our
"born-again" Christian friends. We do not believe in acaled "second
holocaust"—in which ningenths of the Israelis will be eternally condemned
when slain by the forces of Gog and only a-targh holy remnant remain.

The Purpose of Gog's Invasion

Is the purpose of Gog's invasion to once and for all teach Israsdamlef
God's sovereignty? Or is it to teach the Gentile nations which attadland
the sovereignty of the God of Israel? The answer is "Yes" to dugstions.

But the way God accomplishes this lesson is different in eaah Cas
Israel's behalf He fights for them as He did in ancient tirfidgen shall the
LORD go forth and fight against those nations as when he fought dathe

of battle" (Zechariah 14:3) In their spectacular deliverance the LORD says,
"l will bring again the captivity of Jacob and have mercy uponwhele
house of Israel...for | have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel..."
(Ezekiel 39:25,29).

On the other hand, the way God will sanctity Himself "in the eyes of many
nations" so that "they shall know that | am the LORD" is by ateig them
(Ezekiel 38:23). They will be so dumbstruck by Israel's extraortimar
outstanding victory, that they will have no choice but to glorify G&odr'l
am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee, though | make arfdlbf all
nations [governments, not the people] whither | have scattered thee,lyet wil
not make a full end of thee..." (Jeremiah 30:11).

Actually, Ezekiel's prophecy does not indicate how many Jewsilbreé k
during Gog's invasion. But great emphasis is given to the Lordisuclesn
of the forces of Gog. By contrast is Israel's prospect, "Ndwvall sestore the
fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel" €Ezeki
39:25, NAS). A parallel prophecy speaks of half of Jerusalem beifefexi
(not destroyed) but the rest of the people would remain (Zechariah 14:2,3).
What becomes of those who went into exile? The prophet Isaiah shows a
further regathering of Jews to Israel after the invasion of Qsagiah
66:19,20; 60:8). The "half* who are taken into exile during the invasion
will return in this posiGog invasion regathering..
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The Scepter Over Israel

This concept of the destruction of nitemnths is based on the Revised
Standard Version's (1952) gross mistranslation of Ezekiel 20:37 which
among several errors implies the "rod" that Israelis pass under is a stepher
counting rod. The New Revised Standard Version has corrected iterform
mistranslation and shows that the thought of counting or numbering is not
contained in the Hebrew text. The Hebrew word "shebet" is tradsiaid"
in the King James rendering of this text, but it can be transidsed'staff"
or "scepter." The thought of counting is not contained in "shebet" even
though "second holocaust" commentators unfortunately couple it with tithing
(Leviticus 27:32,33).

The Hebrew word "shebet" (here rendered "rod") is often translated
"scepter" when the thought of a reigning king is in the context. Hgttee
context of Ezekiel 20:37 presents God as reigning over the Jewiste peopl
during their regathering (vs. 34). That is why some Bibles hasaptsr” in
the margin as an alternative rendering of "shebet." In any oader the
Law when every tenth animal was tithed—given to God (Leviticus 27:32,33)
the tenth animal was not to be inspected and determined better thrastthe
Even if the animal was bad, blemished or defective, it wastistilLord's.
This procedure does not fit as a picture of "Jews of faith" @sth part
being delivered out of Gog's invasion as some claim. Since e¢gstly
animal in the flock or herd was given to the Lord, what happened to the other
ninetenths? Were they killed? No. They remained alive as the fiotlerd
of the shepherd. Therefore, the nteaths of living animals cannot portray
the death of ningenths of Israel in Gog's invasion. In fact, nothing in the
description of Gog indicates such a massive destruction of JefgisRdther
the outcome of the invasion will be glorious for Israel, "the whole énafis
Israel" (Ezekiel 39:25, NAS).

Is the Holy Remnant Small?

The several Hebrew words translated "remnant” mean "remainder,
descendants, survivors." The thought of a minority is not implicihé@se
Hebrew words. The meaning for "remnant" can refer to either a minority or a
majority. When a tenth part of an ephah (1% bushels) of flour is giviiret
priest for a siroffering, he only used one handful of the flour as an offering
upon the altar. The leftover flour (still more than a bushel)fesned to as a
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"remnant” (Leviticus 5:1113; 2:3). Here the "remnant” (Hebrew "yathar") is
significantly the larger portion.

Another example in the New Testament of a remnant being the large
portion is in the Apostle Peter's discourse (Acts 187y When the Apostle
described the "residue of men" who will seek the Lord in His Kingdwan
quotes from the Old Testament which renders the phrase, "remnémefiHe
word "she'eriyth"] of Edom" (Amos 9:11). In the Hebrew "Edom" means
"reddish, Adam or man." Conversely, "Adam" or "man" means "reddish."
Hence the phrase, "residue of men," in Peter's discourse refeiset
overwhelming majority of the human race who will be on trial for eternal life
in the.Kingdom. Since both of these Hebrew words ("yathar" and
"she'eriyth") are used in Scripture to refer to the "remnantsiael,"
obviously, the thought of "a minority" is not inherent in the phrase, "retnna
of Israel.” The Prophet Micah (2:12) gives insight as to the gizthe
"remnant of Israel" in three different instances:

I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; | will surely gattes
remnant of Israel; | will put them together as the sheep of Bozratheas t
flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise byorea$the
multitude of men.

First, "Jacob" always refers to natural Israel. ThereforeJ&d€bb, all of
thee,” whom the Lord assembles or gathers to the Land equalsriireahite
of Israel" in the next phrase. This internal equation demonstraesant"
is not a small 1/10 minority. Second, this "remnant of Israefkésd flock
of sheep of Bozrah. Bozrah was not only noted for large sheep but yor ver
large flocks of sheep. Third, this sheepfold is noisy becausecibigded
with men. Therefore the remnant must be a large flock. The Rotherha
translation speaks of this "remnant” as "sheep in distress."réhgering
locates the context at the time of Gog's invasion when Isrdelbei
surrounded by enemies. The next verse shows how these sheep ofrésrael a
delivered (Micah 2:13):

The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up [out], and have
passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass
before them.

The Hebrew for "breaker” is the "one who breaks out or through." Their
king will deliver them from the forces of Gog. Only those who"éeeble"
(Hebrew, "bend the knee"), that is, turn to the Lord in prayers of faith will be
delivered (Zechariah 12:8). Those lacking this faith will beekil(Ezekiel
20:38) and not immediately share in the special blessings of thmanemor
flock that are brought through the trouble safely. But even these lacking fait
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who die will come forth from their graves in the general restion of the
"unjust" to a fair trial or "judgment" (John 5:28,29 NAS).

Only after their deliverance from Gog's invasion will the Mals or
Christ reveal himself to Israel by pouring God's spirit upon thé&sshariah
12:914). Those who accept Christ at this time are described dartilies
[of Israel] that remain." Therefore, all the "remnant of Istawho are a
large flock, shall recognize their Savior who died for them...ance that
be "great mourning" throughout the Land. But the very next verse shows a
wonderful opportunity will be opened, "In that day there shall be a fountain
opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem fadsin a
for uncleanness" (Zechariah 13:1).

Further Regathering After Gog's Defeat

Not only is there a pr&og invasion gathering of Jews, but also a post
Gog invasion regathering. This further regathering after theuiisin of
Gog is prophesied in Isaiah 66 & 60 and also Ezekiel 36. The Isaiah 66
prophecy parallels the time after Gog's defeat when the Geatilens see
the Lord's glory through the great destruction He brings upon therh(Isa
66:15,16,18 and Ezekiel 39:21). This prophecy in Isaiah additionally
explains that some Gentiles escape "...I will send those thatees€dhem
unto the nations...and they shall declare my glory among the Gentilds. A
they shall bring all your brethren...out of all nations...to my holy mountain
Jerusalem” (Isaiah 66:19,20). Similarly, the prophecy in Isaiah 6@lseve
that the Gentiles shall see God's glory upon lIsrael and they oume
harmony with God's Kingdom in Israel, "and the Gentiles shall contieyt
light." After the trouble is over and the Kingdom is set up inelsithere is a
further regathering, "Thy sons shall come from far" on "shipssiael and
"to the Holy One of Israel, because he hath glorified thee"afis@0:29).

The parallel passages in Ezekiel 36 supply added details (vs38).23
Specifically, vs. 23 focuses on the time after Gog's defeat, "l will spmayif
great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned
in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that | am the LG&RD
when | shall be sanctified in you before their eyes" (Ezekie23énd
Ezekiel 39:2123, 27). After the heathen nations see the Lord in the
miraculous deliverance of Israel from their invading forces,udhér
regathering is expected, "For | will take you from among thehleeatand
gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then
will | sprinkle clean water upon you and ye shall be clean..." (Ekek
36:24,25). Significantly, it should be noted that these Jews gatherethafte
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invasion of Gog are "cleansed with water" just as those gatiefere the
invasion are cleansed in the "fountain...for sin" (Zechariah 13:1). Atso, a
this time the newly gathered flock will receive the Holy spsitdal the flock

of Israel who was already in the Land and delivered during Gogsiomv
(Zechariah 12:9,10). The "remnant of Israel" which was a largk Hetore
Gog's invasion (Micah 2:12) is now increased in size to include these
cleansed Jews regathered after Gog's defeat. "l will iserd®m with men

like a flock." This combined flock that is now increased in sgzéescribed

as a "holy flock" (Ezekiel 36:37,38).

The "second holocaust” commentators believe all of the Jewish people
will return to Israel before Gog's invasion. But the rimeths ratio of
judgment on the Jews in the Land during Gog's invasion becomes
meaningless if there are still Jews outside of Israel wHbreturn (also
Isaiah 66:180; 60:49 and Ezekiel 36:228). The nindenths destruction
becomes even more pointless since during Gog's invasion, "half oityhe
shall go forth into captivity [exile]" (Zechariah 14:2). Theseecrdly exiled
Jews will be also part of the grouping of Jews who return aftay'sG
invasion is over. They will have.the opportunity to be cleansed, etaey
Holy spirit and be part of the "holy flock" together with those wived
through Gog's invasion. Both segments of this flock—those that lived
through Gog's invasion and those who are gathered to Israel aftssr Gog
defeat—accept the Savior, are washed and receive the Holy spirit. Therefore,
it is a "holy flock," a sanctified flock, that is set asidgxod's service, God's
destined purpose. For what service is the "holy flock" sanctified?

The Destined Purpose of the "Holy Flock"

This large and cleansed holy flock, the descendants of Jacob, is the earthly
seed of Abraham ("sand which is upon the sea shore") which will witink
the spiritual seed, Christ and his Church ("stars of the heaveblgss all
the families of the earth (Genesis 2248 Galatians 3:16, 279). All the
Land promised from the Euphrates to the River of Egypt will theonigetio
these descendants, the remnant of Jacob (Genesis 13:15,16; 15:18) for
Jerusalem will be the capital of God's Kingdom and the Land ofligsa
operational base. "All Israel shall be saved" then is not a gs@ggmeration
on the part of the Apostle Paul (Romans 11:26). How are they savedl? Is
is "saved" by the Deliverer, the Christ, that comes out of ZlenKingdom
of God. The Deliverer saves them by turning "away ungodliness from
Jacob." By Christ's death they are saved from Adamic death and the
condemnation of the Mosaic Law. Why are they saved? "They areebelov
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for the fathers' sakes. For the gifts and calling of God arhoui
repentance" (Romans 11:28,29). Then the fathers of Israel—Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, David, Samuel, Elijah and the rest—will constitute the goestof

Israel and will be "princes" on earth, "children” of the King andisfBride
Psalm 45:1616). God will restore (by raising from the dead) their "judges as
at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning" (Isaiah 1:25\26it

will begin as God's Kingdom on earth in Jerusalem and Israel \eiliteslly
extend to the ends of the earth (Isaiah 2:2,3):

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain [Kingdom] of
the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion [the spiritual seed oéileg]
shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem [the
natural seed of blessing].

The whole world—the Arab peoples too—will come up to worship the
God of Jacob in Jerusalem. Peoples of all national tongues will ttopnay
to the LORD God of Israel because they will understand God isiroess
Israel (Zechariah 8:3, 223):

...Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth, and the mountain of the LORD
of hosts the holy mountain...O house of Judah and house of Israel; so will |
save you, and.ye shall be a blessing; fear not, but let your hands be
strong....It shall yet come to pass that there shall come people and the
inhabitants of many cities,....saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the
LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts...ten men shall take hold out of all the
languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a
Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.

God's own peace process will succeed when man's has failed. Tlee peac
God will give Israel and the whole world will be -abmprehensive and
permanent. All peoples, both Jews and Gentiles, even Israelis and Arabs who
faithfully drink of the "water of life freely" and who overcortghall inherit
all things" (Revelation 22:17; 21:7).

Ttum. ze zbioru "Bible Students' Library” CD-ROM, USA1998 r
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CHAPTER 1. God's promise to Israel that the Holy Land belotigshe Jews
forever had never been forfeited.

CHAPTER 2. As prophesied, the Land would remain relativelystate" for
centuries during Israel's temporary expulsion. l§inat God's appointed time, the
Jewish people would return to their Land and teisinning prosperity to the Land
would attract a large influx of Arabs from surroimginations.

CHAPTER 3. God has indicted the Gentile nations who partitib@od's Land
by giving portions of it to the Arabs.

CHAPTER 4. Regardless of the outcome of the "peace procdss,S¢riptures
seem to indicate a final Israélrab war which would yield the rightful borders to
the Land of Israel.

CHAPTER 5. The question of the size of the "remnant" of Isiaebcripturally
defined as large. The destination of the road tceewill be reached in the final
harmony of Israel and the Arabs when God's Kingdemstablished on earth with
Jerusalem as its capital.
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